Chromosomal abnormalities in non-Hodgkin lymphoma with peripheral T-cell type: effect of HTLV-I infection.
Cytogenetic studies were done in lymph node and peripheral leukemic cells from sixteen patients with non-Hodgkin lymphoma with peripheral T-cell type. Ten patients were positive for human T-cell leukemia virus I (HTLV-I) proviral DNA in tumour cells and six were negative. The former group had a higher tendency for leukemic conversion and poorer prognosis than the latter. However, no definite difference on the numerical and structural chromosomal abnormalities between these two groups was found. The most frequent chromosome abnormalities: 14p+, 14q+ and No. 6 abnormalities were detected in both groups. These results may indicate that HTLV-I does not play a specific role in chromosome abnormalities of non-Hodgkin lymphoma with peripheral T-cell type.